SALTBURN  & 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMl 

OF  the  ,  , 

MARSKE-BY-TH E-SEA  URBAN  DIST':^'(^r  COUNCIL. 


Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1944,  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  49'45.  It  is  shorter  than  pre-war  reports,  but,  in  view  of  the  removal  of  the 
restriction  on  the  publication  of  population  figures,  etc.,  I  have  thought  it  might  be  of  interest  to 
resume  the  inclusion  in  the  report  of  summaries  of  figures  providing  some  measure  of  the  health 
of  the  population,  in  order  that  an  estimate  may  be  made  of  the  direction  and  extent  of  any 
progress  or  change. 

The  Registrar-General  estimates  the  population  of  the  urban  district  at  the  middle  of  1944 
as  6,392.  When  the  district  was  enlarged  in  1932,  shortly  after  the  last  census,  the  population 
was  then  estimated  to  be  6,932.  Te  estimate  slightly  diminished  each  year  until  1937  and  then 
increased  until  in  1940  it  was  6,843  ;  it  then  under  war  conditions,  lessened  again  and  reached  in 
1943  the  low  level  of  6,274  ;  the  present  estimate,  therefore,  is  that  the  population  has  increased 
in  the  year  by  118. 

The  number  of  births  in  1944  was  123,  the  largest  number  yet  recorded.  This  corresponds 

to  a  birth-rate  of  19*2  births  per  thousand  of  the  population,  which  may  be  compared  with  the 

average  rate  of  15*5  in  the  years  1939 — 43  and  of  12*1  in  1934 — 38. 

There  were  102  deaths  of  residents  in  1944,  giving  a  death-rate  of  16*0,  as  against  an 
average  death-rate  of  16*3  in  the  years  1939 — 43,  and  13*8  during  the  five  years  previous  to  that. 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  was  5.  The  infant  mortality  rate  is  the  number  of  infant 

deaths  calculated  per  thousand  births  ;  on  123  births  5  infant  deaths  give  an  infant  mortality  rate 
of  just  over  40.  The  very  small  number  of  births,  however,  would  allow  chance  to  be  responsible 
for  wide  fluctuations  in  this  rate.  During  the  five  years  1939 — 1943,  however,  it  only  varied 
between  44  and  79  in  the  different  years,  so  that  it  has  remained  fairly  stable.  The  average  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  in  1944  was  46,  and  for  the  Combined  Districts,  38. 

These  vital  statistics,  and  the  figures  for  earlier  five-year  periods,  are  given  in  Table  1  at 
the  end  of  this  report.  The  table  covers  a  period  of  sixty  years  but  comparison  between  the 
later  and  earlier  figures  is  made  more  difficult  by  the  fact  that  in  1932  the  old  Saltburn  Urban 
District  was  almost  doubled  in  population  by  the  inclusion  of  the  parish  of  Marske  from  the  carved- 
up  Guisborough  Rural  District. 

Of  the  infectious  diseases  scarlet  fever  and  measles  were  prevalent  in  the  district  during  the 
year.  There  were  31  cases  of  the  former  disease,  13  of  them  being  service  cases.  Scarlet  fever 
is  now  usually  one  of  the  least  dangerous  of  the  infections,  and,  for  those  cases  removed  to  hospital 
and  treated  with  scarlet  fever  antitoxin,  an  isolation  period  of  two  weeks  is  usually  found  sufficient. 

Of  the  81  civilian  cases  of  measles  75  occurred  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  and  were  all  in 
Saltburn. 

Of  the  5  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  the  youngest  was  21.  The  number  of  childred  immu¬ 
nised  in  this  and  adjoining  districts  during  1944  are  given  in  the  following  table;  in  this  district 
during  the  year  111  children  were  immunised.  As  the  number  of  children  born  in  1943,  and 
reaching  an  age  therefore  in  1944  at  which  they  should  be  protected  by  immunisation,  was  95,  it 
may  be  assumed  that  the  good  record  of  the  district  for  protection  of  its  children  by  immunisation 
is  being  maintained. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  :  N.  R. 

Combined 

Districts. 

Gu 

isborough 

Loftus 

Redcar 

Saltburn  and 

Skelton  and 

No.  of  children  immunised  : 

U.D. 

U.D. 

Borough. 

Marske  U.D. 

Brotton  U.D. 

during  1943 

145 

223 

890 

176 

410 

during  1944 

Estimated  number  of  children 

134 

ll4 

437 

111 

58 

under  5  years  of  age 
Estimated  percentage  of  these 

620 

635 

1810 

459 

1090 

immunised  at  end  of  1944 
Estimated  number  of  children 

63 

48 

66 

80 

60 

aged  5  — 14  years 

Estimated  percentage  of  these 

1187 

1225 

3698 

816 

1957 

immunised  at  end  of  1944 
(A)  Cases  of  diphtheria  in  1944 

72 

75 

65 

98 

60 

in  children  under  15  years 
(B)  Number  included  in  (A) 
known  to  have  completed  a 
course  of  immunisation  not 
less  than  12  weeks  before 

1 

7 

36 

0 

1 

the  onset 

(C)  Deaths  from  diphtheria  in 

0 

4 

16 

0 

1944  in  children  under  15  yrs 
(D)  Number  included  in  (C) 
known  to  have  completed  a 
course  of  immunisation  not 
less  than  12  weeks  before 

.  0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

the  onset  of  the  disease 

— 

— 

0 

— ^ 

There  were  five  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  during  the  year  and  one  death.  The  following 
table  illustrates  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  dealing  with  this  disease  in  the  Combined 
Districts  : — 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis:  N.  R.  Combined  Districts. 

Notified  before  Death. 


Percentage 

%  dying  within 

%  dying  five  years 

Number  of  deaths 

Unnotified 

Number 

known 

one  month  of 

or  more  after 

from  Resp.  Tuberc. 

before  death. 

sputum 

notification. 

notification. 

positive. 

1920- 

■24 

187 

70 

117 

25 

26 

0-0 

1925— 

-29 

173 

36 

137 

46 

17 

3-6 

1930- 

-34 

110 

17 

93 

58 

16 

7-5 

1935- 

-39 

105 

18 

87 

68 

13 

13-8 

1940- 

-44 

125 

17 

108 

71 

10 

9-3 

The  number  of  deaths  decreased  in  each  successive  period  with  the  exception  of  the  last, 
when  war  conditions  were  responsible  for  some  increase.  The  proportion  of  cases  unnotified  before 
death  has  fallen  from  1  in  3  to  about  1  in  7,  and  most  of  these  latter,  occurring  in  institutions  out¬ 
side  the  area,  may  have  been  notified  in  the  district  of  occurrence.  The  percentage  of  the  notified 
cases  known  to  be  sputum  positive  has  increased  steadily  from  25%  to  71%,  owing  to  the  increasing 
use  being  made  of  laboratory  facilities  provided.  In  the  earliest  period  26%  of  those  dying  died 
within  one  month  of  notification,  as  against  10%  in  the  last  period,  while  in  the  five  years  prior  to 
the  war  over  13%  of  those  dying  had  survived  at  least  five  years  after  notification,  the  largest 
proportion  so  far  achieved. 

Verminous  Infestation;  Notwithstanding  the  difficulties  of  war-time  the  standard  of 
personal  cleanliness  in  the  district  would  appear  to  have  been  well  maintained.  Three  cases  of 
scabies  were  reported  from  one  school,  all  of  them  in  one  family.  Of  13  civilian  patients  admitted 
from  this  district  to  the  Joint  Fever  Hospital  during  the  year  none  were  found  to  be  infested  with 
head-lice. 

No  cleansing  station  has  been  provided  by  this  District  Council. 


Venereal  Disease:  Assistance  has  been  given  in  affording  publicity  to  educative  work  in 
combatting  venereal  disease  by  displaying  in  public  lavatories  posters  on  the  subject  supplied  by 
the  County  Council. 

Water-Supply  of  the  Area:  The  Cleveland  Water  Company  supplies  practically  the  whole 
of  the  district,  94%  of  the  houses  having  a  direct  piped  supply  and  6%  obtaining  their  supply  from 
standpipes.  There  was  no  water  shortage  during  the  year,  although  the  water-level  in  the  Company’s 
reservoir  was  considerably  reduced  during  the  summer.  A  sample  of  water  from  the  Company’s 
Upleatham  reservoir  (which  supplies  this  district)  was  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  on 
August  2nd  and  reported  as  “  not  of  a  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity,”  B.  Coli  (type  1)  being 
found  present  in  100  c.c,,  absent  in  50  c.c.  The  Company  explained  that  this  was  doubtless  due  to 
a  break-down  of  their  chlorinating  plant,  which  they  were  making  every  effort  to  put  right.  A 
further  sample,  however,  taken  on  September  5th  was  reported  as  showing  B.  Coli  present  in  10  c.c., 
absent  in  1  c.c.,  and  with  free  chlorine  reaction  absent.  A  sample  taken  from  a  tap  in  Saltburn 
on  September  26th  again  showed  B.  Coli  present  in  10  c.c.,  absent  in  1  c.c.,  and  with  Cl.  Welchii 

reaction  present  in  100  c.c,,  absent  in  10  c.c.,  the  analyst’s  opinion  being  “  It  is  of  satisfactory 

» 

organic  quality  but  contains  a  little  vegetable  organic  matter,  doubtless  of  peaty  origin,  which 
accounts  for  the  colour.  It  shows  however  bacterial  impurity  and  is  not  satisfactory  in  this  respect 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes.”  On  October  13th  the  Water  Company  reported  that  the 
whole  of  the  water  was  again  under  constant  chlorination  and  four  new  pressure  filters  had  been 
obtained  and  would  shortly  be  erected.  A  sample  from  a  tap  in  Saltburn  submitted  on  October  18th 
was  now  reported  as  of  “  satisfactory  organic  and  bacterial  purity,”  with  B.  Coli  absent  in  100  c.c. 

The  water  has  not  been  found  to  have  any  solvent  action  on  lead. 

Copies  of  analyses  are  given  in  the  Appendix  to  this  report. 

Post-war  Housing  :  The  Council’s  post-war  programme  has  been  declared  as  the  erection 
of  60  houses  at  Saltburn  and  80  houses  in  Marske  during  the  first  two  years.  Building  sites  of 
4  acres  at  Saltburn  and  5  acres  at  Marske  were  acquired  in  1938,  and  at  the  end  of  1944 
negotiations  were  in  progress  for  the  acquisition  of  a  further  5^  acres  at  Saltburn  and  2  acres  at 
Marske. 

I  am.  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  GIBSON, 

Guisborough,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

August  2nd,  1945. 


APPENDIX. 

Statistics  and  Social  Condition  of  the  District. 

Area  (in  acres)  :  4,573, 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population,  mid- 1944  :  6,392, 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1944)  according  to  Rate-books  :  2,204. 

Rateable  value  :  £47,994. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate :  £200. 

The  area  is  residential  and  a  sea-side  resort,  with  a  proportion  of  the  population  employed  in  iron 
and  steel  w'orks,  and  on  the  railway. 
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Summary  of  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water 
Samples  from  taps  at  Council  Offices,  submitted  to  the  Counties 
Public  Health  Laboratories,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.  4. 

Date  of  Sample  : 

Turbidity,  parts  per  million,  Silica  Scale 
p. H.  Value 
Hardness:  Total 

Temporary 

Free  Chlorine  reaction  :  parts  per  100,000 
Total  Solids  Dried  at  180° 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrites 
Free  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27° 

Metals:  •••  Iron  0020  Iron  0’02 


Sept.  26. 

Oct 

5 

less  tf 

6*5 

6*7 

5-0 

5-0 

0-5 

0-5 

absent 

absent 

90 

10-0 

1*5 

1-5 

000 

0-00 

absent 

absent 

0-0028 

0-0012 

0-0044 

0-0052 

0-320 

0-250 

Bacteriological  Results  : 

Colonies  per  c.c.  on  Agar  at  37°  in  2  days 

Colonies  per  c.c.  on  Agar  at  20°  in  3  days 

B.  Coli  (type  1) 

C.  Welchii  Reaction 


5  2 

180  7 

+  in  10  c.c.  — in  100  c.c. 
+  in  100  c.c. — in  100  c.c. 


Summary  of  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Samples  kindly 
furnished  by  the  Cleveland  Water  Co.,  from  samples  submitted  to  the  County 

Analyst,  Darlington. 


Sample  from  : 

Goatscar  ” 

Upleathhm 

6" 

Upleatham 

4" 

Council 

Yard 

Upleatham 

6" 

41,  Milton 
Street 

Date  of  Sample 

... 

Sept.  20 

Sept.  20 

Sept.  20 

Oct.  11 

Oct.  23 

Nov.  27, 

Colour  on  Hazen  Scale 

•  •  « 

35 

5 

24 

26 

30 

14 

p.H.  Value 

.  .  . 

6’7 

6*8 

6*8 

6*8 

6*4 

67 

Temporary  Hardness 

.  .  . 

1-0 

0*2 

0*3 

1*2 

00 

0*2 

Permanent  Hardness 

parts  per  100,000 

4-0 

5*6 

4*7 

2'8 

3*4 

48 

Total  Solids  dried  at  lOO'^ 

) 

4-0 

4*0 

8*0 

9-0 

8*0 

12*0 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

.  .  . 

1*9 

2*05 

1-95 

2*1 

2  1 

2*0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

0*013 

0*0276 

0*0272 

0*0269 

00592 

00334 

Ammonia 

•  •  • 

0*0094 

0*0023 

0*0049 

0*0017 

0*0076 

0*0063 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

«  «  • 

0*0085 

0*0034 

0*0067 

0*0062 

0*0087 

0*0058 

Oxygen  Absorbtion 

... 

0*3816 

0*0520 

0*2444 

0*1932 

0*3028 

0*1616 

Injurious  Metals 

•  «  • 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Bacteriological 

Results  : 

Colonies  per  ml.  on  Agar 
in  3  days 

at  37° 

5 

3i 

3i 

5 

22 

5 

Colonies  per  ml.  on  Agar 
in  3  days 

at  22° 

17 

20 

5 

56 

81 

23 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test 

.  •  • 

+  in  100ml. 

+  in  30ml. 

+  in  100ml. 

+  in  100ml. 

+  in  30ml.  - 

— in  lOOmL 

—in  90ml. 

— in  90ml. 

— in  90ml. 

C.  Welchii  Test 

—in  40ml. 

— in  40ml. 

— in  40ml. 

— in  40ml. 

— in  40ml.  ■ 

— in  40ml. 

